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Offshore Wind California Comments on the CAISO Draft 2023-2024 Transmission Plan
April 23, 2024

The California Independent System Operator’s (“CAISO”) draft 2023-2024 Transmission Plan (“Draft
Plan”) “identifies the next installment of critical infrastructure development that will be needed to bring
historic amounts of new clean energy onto the grid, including the first projects to deliver offshore wind
from California’s North Coast.”* Offshore Wind California (“OWC”) appreciates CAISO’s diligent
efforts to advance California’s ambitious climate and energy goals, and fully supports adoption of the
Draft Plan.

To achieve net-zero emissions,? reduce direct greenhouse gas emissions by 85%,® accommodate rapid
electrification of California’s building and transportation sectors,* and ensure the reliability of the grid,
California’s energy resource mix must evolve significantly.> Offshore wind will be a critical resource for
achieving California’s climate goals while meeting its clean-energy needs.®

The California Energy Commission (“CEC”) has set California offshore wind planning goals of up to 5
GW by 2030 and 25 GW by 2045.” To meet these goals, California cannot afford to delay investing in
transmission development to support offshore wind projects.? Earlier this year, the CEC published its
draft AB 525 Offshore Wind Strategic Plan, emphasizing that “[l]arge investments in transmission
upgrades and new transmission infrastructure will be needed to accommodate offshore wind
development to meet the state’s planning goals and deliver offshore wind power to local communities
and the larger grid to serve major load centers.”® As noted in a report by the Brattle Group, “[s]tarting to
plan today for the transmission infrastructure development pathway that can integrate this [significant]
amount of offshore wind generation, and do so cost-effectively over time, will achieve significant
economic, environmental, and social benefits.”10

CAISO’s 2023-24 Draft Plan meets this call to action. The “policy-driven” projects identified in the
Draft Plan are critical first steps for the future of offshore wind, including three major transmission lines
that would deliver clean electricity generated by floating offshore wind turbines off the coast of
Humboldt County. As noted by Neil Millar, CAISO’s vice president for Infrastructure and Operations
Planning: “These projects off California’s North Coast area represent the first wave of development for
offshore wind to meet the state’s portfolio needs while also being flexible enough to expand in the future
to meet any increased requirements.”*?

California is positioned to play a critical role in enabling the scalable deployment of offshore wind
technology and unlocking its broad climate, clean-energy, and grid-reliability benefits. The Draft Plan in
an important milestone that demonstrates California is capable of responsibly deploying offshore wind
at scale. Investing in the future of offshore wind presents significant opportunities as well as challenges.
The Draft Plan’s proposed $4.586 billion investment will deliver big benefits for residents, workers and
ratepayers, and play a critical role in helping California meet its climate, clean-energy, and grid-
reliability goals.
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Accordingly, OWC commends CAISO for preparing this plan as an essential next step to meet the
transmission needs of California’s course and commitment to offshore wind in the State’s growing
clean-power portfolio. We urge the Board of Governors to adopt the Draft Plan.
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Adam Stern
Executive Director
Offshore Wind California
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